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The fatl seazon I8 & great ime to get some action
with plump inshore Mackfish Iike thiz pair caught
on A near-shore wreck,

get the s st looks when 1 am unloading my fish box

at the yard where [ keep my 17-foot ProLine center con

sole because my fish box is usually pretty packed with bar
tom fish. The size of the boat only marters when it comes
dowm to how far you can go our on a particular day. Weather

permitting, I do moest of my bottom fishing roughly five
10 miles from Sandy Hook. 1 hope the following will help

those fishermen whe want to catch a fow more of some of
the tnstiest fish on the Jersey coast

Althosgh my prime fishing locations are along the north
coast, the methode [ uze work juse gz well off wrecks and
reefs off Cape may, Sea Isle, Long beach Island or
Manasquan, as they do off Sandy Hook.

It 35 important fo have your boat anchored or dofting
aver the ﬁgﬁ: spot. With all the different conditions encoun-
tered out there, sometimes it can be very frustrating, | am
now petting used to anchoring up on o plece of bottom and
balling fish for 15 minutes and then watching the: boat just
shicle ?ﬁht off the spot. That happens more than T woould like
3t gen, Wout e g0 b ready for all oypes of conditions,

1 figh from the ':;[“rrﬂ.ml:l Creouncds to Sea Breight and down
soth off of Long Branch and Deal, The key factor in mak-

g some big catches i vo locare somall pieces of broken bot-

tom, They are harder to locate and much harder o anchor
on but it wall be worth the effore. There are rero reagons thar
I chink smaller strucrure produces maore. The fisst renson is
that the big head boats shy away from that kind of strecmure
because they need to cover the whole boat.

The second reason smaller structure produces is that the
fish will be more concentrated around that stractuse instead
of being spread out along a 200-foot long wreck. I fish a spot
off Sea Bright that is half the size of mx:Bbaat and every time
1 fish there, we usually load the fish box up with nice sea bass
and often get a limit of blackfish. T have seen that kind of

action on 3 lot of cocasions,

ANGHORING TWPS

On my 17 footer, I carry two anchors in a Rubbermaid
container | te up the contmner to the cleston the bow with
e dock rope so it dogn't move around while heading out.
Both anchors have 6 feet of chain and 200 feet of anchaor
rope, 1will usually” &y to pet away with wong only one
ancher, but sometimies the second i needed,

When | am approaching. my loran numbers, 1 get E}I
buoy marker réady while at the same bme r:hu:‘:ﬁ!ir'l% my C
erscope. When the spor first appears on my screen, | s the
buny overhoard. Then T will circle around wntil 1 see exactly
where T want to lay on that particutar piece. I'll then swing
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uptide of my buoy and drop the
ancher, One important thing to
renember is that sometimes voo don't
see what you expect to see o0 vour
fishfinder. That means that 1 will
sonrtetimes drop the buoy nighe on the
numbers il'ui::ipd of what :E:hc on
color scope.

 Itisabo inportant to know the
tide and wind direction for the day
That can influence where vou will fis

on thar particular day. It is 5 ot easier
when the tide and wind are coming our
of the same direction. There are Bmes
of the vear when 1 Jike to fsh the
seothind Grownds, That area has o lot
off Gdal mevement becaiise it 15 located
at the end of all the channels, If T know
that I am going to have the wind
agminst the tde, | will not fsh there
unti] both came our of the sarme direc-
tion. Believe me, you will never he able
to fish right on the spat you wane. Not
even with two anchors, [ have had days
there when in 70 feer of water the tde

15 minning out of the north from the.

surfuce to 35 feet down and running
oat of the south from 35 feet to the
bottom. Can someone explain this to
e becguss 1 have yeo to it out?

Another important factor to kuow
is o @ particular piece of battom or a
wreck actually lavs on the bottom
Let’s say the wreck you want o fish
Lays ewst to west bur the wind is blow-
ing out of the north at 20 knots. You
will have @ hard time covening the
entirg wreck 5o you wonld pmbgl}r be
berter off tryang a different spot prefer-
ably one that lays north to south,
When I fish a rackpile, I like to posi-
tion the boat so that it sts a litde
current from the spot. The fish will
usually be concenteated on that side of
the piece waiting for ther hanch to
come floaning by

Your electronics are a big factor in
battom fishing, T have a Siex CVS 106
oar-my boat and when T hase it In zoom
maxde, | can pick up the smallest piece
1:-:" ﬁrrufmrﬁgdm‘u thens. I'm :lpwa

justing t in depending on
depth ﬂgf dﬁ:?w*arer.p? mnug.aliy e
enongh gain m see a lot of clutter on
the sereen and then [ back off just
enough to get rid of it. A second echo
is also @ good thing to have when
adjusting your fish finder,

When [ am searching an aren for
structure, [ look for a g%ep red band
mmi-n"ﬁjm:l‘nss my screen and dhat usu-
ally indicates that T am over hard boe-

Continued On Mext Page

35' Expreas Fisharman - Conyon Standard
Power 450 Cummins Dissal, rigged to fishd

VOLVO
PENTA

We offer Yolvo Penta or diesel, |
Call Gary Garrison at

(609) 965-BOAT (2628)

(608) T03-BOAT (2628)

Get Involved!

1.5, Advisory

Committee to

International Commission
for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tienas (ICCAT)

1999 Regional Meetings
The LA TOCAT Advisory Commainee will
Bkl e regiopal meetings chis fll regard-
ing; dnsernationil and domevic managament
of lrignly IUEHW:{ spocie, mch as mms;
swoadfidh and Lilifigh, The meerings wall
include a bnef PESSERTEIGH On the [OCAT
process; the gravas af I'..i!-h]_v milgrabary wpe-
wivs, and CUrsEnr MENFEMEnT feonmmen]s-
ticne, Time wili be provided for pashilic
comment. Yo ipasi W wsencial eo the
development of the LLS, pesivion far this
year s anmaal ICCAT mereing, - plrase
mase every elom o anend:

Thursday, Seprember 23

TACkpm - Mags Hewd, NC. Mags Head
Tuwn Board Feam. 5400 5, Cinacen Howy
Wirdnesday, er 10

THpm - Barmegat Lighs, M1 Barnegar
Liﬁhl: Hse Dll"]l:lruh:n:. Weir 1th Stresr,
nhﬁ'lil.]:. QIFBITI*I';I 30

FebOpm - Hyasnds, MAL Shermn

I\.._Hmni" Bisoet, "Wen Erd Clrcls,

R’

r
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ﬂunﬁméhnlu-n-m
compiate 25 foot ahing bast aallable

28" Carolina =
Or (BOO) 797-2127 (Pager] aenion or poier otie st
"At Ses There Is No Margin For Error®

Mo Rver Bosl Basin

1118 Rte. 542 - Green Bank, N.J. 08215

boats, dent fall for talk

Lapkal tockph ifegrey, salhwala:
derebiby, phus hull stngchure and design
Youl'h 263 1hal the only boat thal's raglly
g ood a5 & Grady 1= = Gragy.

GRADY-WHITE

LOBEEY MARINE
Al Ehefier Gove Mardzs

(732) e29-1711
1423 Bay Ave,, Torns River, NJ 08753

Grady-Wites are availabls feionsnpged
with @ A range. of fdare by Ooiiidax
bl Mo
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[SOMERS DOINT MARINA T

CalL Now For AN APPOINTMENT TO SEE AND LA
DeMO THE FABULOUS NEw GRADY-WHITE EXPRESS
265 AND X-26 TIGERCAT CENTER CONSOLE

l:unqmn !umnPﬂhLHl - Exit 30 GSP
'I'ul!l Frees I-SEB-II-BDHT!

Seouts are Lyyal, Honest, Trusteorthy. . .
and Unsinkable

& SURF & OFFSHC)HE

5% Hwy. 35 South = 1008 Richmaond Ave. PL Pleasant, N 08742
(732) 892-8303

P~“A FISHERMAN'S
~ HOLIDAY”

ISHING FLEA MARKET
December 5th, 1089 | o G
Lakewood High School Cafeteria
& ufmdflnd"rhl?nnf:fh"lndlﬁarnnllrmf er ralafi
allda chln ] O LaLr i H .
mﬁfn?r pe, nqunrrd!m!gd ih .- top -: ndg;]nd :n?mi

VENDORS WANTED

For information & Space Registration
Call Denny =i [732) 005-3519 8 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.
(733) 367-5606 5 P.M. - 9 P.M.
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rn: Far The
Haolidays!

Contimued From Previous Pags

torn. A bor of fishermen overlook thoze
areas becanse they are looking for that
big ledge or for some peak sticking u
from the bortom. 1 can el you that

have had some of my best diys by st
anchoring en flat haed botrom. Just put

LOGATIONS
The Fisherman Ubrory's Saltwater
-'thu lists nearly 2000 loran
(GPS) bocofions,
.ﬁ?hﬂufnuhldum.me

witars. Gel ot
mmm’m’l&nﬁiﬂs.
o IﬂHHnrlr

Hﬂﬂﬂl REEF !mlﬂﬂ
Lo siruschare - every
thare’s somuthing, '

SCOTLAND GROUNDS !H-liflﬂﬁﬂ
Seorch g fitile for broken botom - it

om be good fishing.

MUD BUDY

o for bluefish, fhe rusble on he.
hottam halds so bass ond blockfish,
These wrecks ore akio goad lorotions:
ECBABCOCK 209417436453
DUMP SCOW 26948.4/43696.5
B WRECK. 26924.0/43725.5
STEANSHIP 70932.4/43707.0
SUBCHASER 26935.4/43649.2

your-pan up a little and keep your eyes
om your monitor, 1 have acoumulated o
bt eof Toran numbers by doing just that,

RIGS AND BRITS

| fish primarily with two types
of rigs, For sea bass, | make my nps
out of 30-pound leader, I start by
cutting . 35-inch paece and tyinga 20
barrel swivel at ome end and making a
loop for my sinker at the other end. A
sl r loop is made abour 2
inches up the sinker and a bi
koo is mmie abour 14 inches up
that smaller loop. For my hooks, 1 ]ilr.z
i 30 Owner or Gamakatsu hook. 1
snell the hooks for the botom loo
also using 30-pound leader and g
artach the hooks directly to the top
loop. By doing it this way, both hooks



usually dom't ger tangled with each
other.

| fish with a4 hook always on the
Bottom becsuse it not only catches sea
bass bue ales fing and blackfish. The
top hook catches mostly the sea bass
and sometimes a srray cod or two,

t2 BUD'S OUTBOARD MARINE
AQUASEORT MY

o e o s, 1 | oBmy e [ CUSTOMER
like to use anly one on - e Ty T ,

i Arsner ol Iy o AP g B SATISTACTION
hook and atrach thar to a dropper loop Tk e By 5 &= IS OUR

just abowe the sinker on my main ling. i . =1 PRIORITY
hen I'm blackfishing, 1 like m con- I Hﬂ'wgﬁﬂ_ﬁ g - P :

gentrare on one hook and one bair plus
Fam able to pull out of the structuse

T on ik ik o ok AT Gt
] o useE n (1%, 16

hook e o the aal Viginie i PRICES ON
a.ﬁc:lsw'irdﬁnp; h-:sr-:rgrfls: '-'.rhnrt‘:T'«::i: ALL 1889
hook warks best fior you, LEFTOVERE!

My crew and I stick with the usual
clam staps and: squads Olnce s while
we'l] brenk out some conch but usually
we doo't have to. Those baits work well
for sea bass and Log but crabs pet the
nod for Blackfish, 1 like green crabs
better “than fiddlers because the
bergulls can wips cut 3 couple of deeen
fid n short order. | cut my erabs in
half and I like to experment wil.ih BOITIE
people hshing with the crab legs on
and some fish with them off, Believe it
or not, there are some duys when
blackfish will show a preference for ene
or the other,

KEEP A WERTHER EYE OPEN

Before a trip out to sea, | am con-
stantly monitoring the weather. YWhen
Thursday and Friday roll arcund you
can ustally hear my wife in the back-
ground relling me to lower the valume
on my weather radio. Che thing that 1
have learmed about the weather i that
it i very unpredictable. A lor of times
the Forecast i for light winds and then
when you arrive ar the dock it is blow-

a gale. There is nothing you can do
about that. T have found it casier just to
gcl:m:kham: than to try to be brave

l_s;l:r your butr kicked.

the winds are coming out of a
westerly direction, 1 can osually ven-
ture cut to the ocean inwinds ap to 20
knots: | won't be able o Gakba weeck 10
miles affshore but | can fish inchore up
to two or three miles our. I have the
worst luck when it comes to an east
wind. Every rime they predict an east
wind at 10 kmots ir i3 nsually blewin
20 or 30. The rule on my boar &= chat it
an east wind is forecasted we do not
sail. Remember thar my bmﬁ:dis -:;pl].r 17
teet in length. A good fnend of mne f-\ Black Horse Pike (Roule 322)
'Cs. 4 ‘L"i-::]';'h; Egpresar mlﬁ. tald niu this ~ ﬁﬁ%;lﬂ - Williamstown, M L'u Jersey Hfff il

st 15 Hest wnd Ense is Least™
Fﬁi” what | o b AREN ST C0 BEE 529 46 U'E
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- TALES
HNEW & USEELD
= RERVIOE
= FTOHMAGE
= [FUPFFLIES

YAMAHA




